D 


r 
} 
¥ 
B 
% 
y 
y 
yi 
yi 
Yi 
y 
¥ 
i} 
? 
yi 
y 
yi 
y) 
y 
R 
% 
% 
¥ 
% 
yi 
r 
yi 
i 
yi 
R 
i 


i » ) 


“ 


val 


- for we have 
seen his star” 

The East, from whence 
came the Men of Wisdom, 
was a populous land; a land 
of nomads who charted their 
course by the skies, and knew 
well the lights of night. Mul- 
tiplied thousands amongst 
them looked to the heavens, 
saw a thousand stars—and 
noted none. 

In all that country there 
were three—and only three— 
who marked a beckoning bea- 
con that led on to Jerusalem. 
“Where is He?” they asked, 
“for we have seen his star.” 
But the trembling Herod had 
‘beheld no guiding gleam. 
Neither his learned astrono- 
mers nor the scribes and 
prophets of the court could 
note a differing light in the 
common canopy. 

When they had heard the 
king, they departed; and lo, 
the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, 
till it came and stood over 
where the young child was. 

- And so it has been thru 
the changeless centuries. Now, 
as always, the Star of Beth- 
lehem abides only in the 
hearts of those who know 
and treasure the Spirit of 
Christmas.—MAXWELL DROKE. 
Bec sesec arc pa a wae a ea pec pe yas 

DWIGHT D EISENHOWER, pres, Co- 
lumbia Univ: “The best example of 
perfect security is a man serving 
a life term in a fed’l prison.” 1-Q 


“ ” 


J Roy BartTLett, Gallipolis, Ohio, 
City Mer, reassuring the children 
of Braunswchweig, Germany, who 
read that Santa Claus fell into the 
Ohio river several wks ago: “Neith- 
er river nor airplane can kill Santa 
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Claus, and if he makes us forget 
hate, war and death, it will be the 
children of Germany and of the 
U S and the whole world who will 
do it.” 2-Q 

Lord JoHN Boyp Orr, Nobel 
peace prize winner, former head 
of UN food organization: “I have 
met men who did not know the 
meaning of the words Communism 
or Demoeracy, but they would cling 
to any system that would give 
them food.” 3-Q 

ALEX KoNITSKY, Pa coal miner, 
expressing wish that JoHN L LEw- 
Is would let men work for a while 
this time: “Right now, I feel like 
a damn yo-yo—up and down, up 
and down.” 4-Q 


Ros’r BIRLEyY, headmaster, Eton 
College, England: “A modern dic- 
tatorship need not be Fascist or 
Communist; it can be that of an 
unintelligent bureaucracy.” 5-Q 

Count FELIX von LUCKNER, form- 
er German U-boat comdr, now 
seeking aid for German youth: 
“Our ship is sinking, and all hands 
must man the pumps to pump out 
the dirt that the Nazis have left 
and give us buoyancy again.” 6-Q 


Dr ALFRED KINSEY, author of 
The Kinsey Report: “The differ- 
ence between Dr Gallup and me 
is that he predicts what the people 
will do, and we poll what they 
have already done.” 7-Q 

Louis JOHNSON, Sec’y of Defense: 
“Chances of war have diminished 
slightly recently, but not to the 


extent that the U S should not 
be ready to keep the peace at 4 
o’clock tomorrow morning.” 8-Q 


W HAMILTON AULENBACH, Rector 
of Christ Church and St Michael’s, 
Germantown, Pa, upholding prac- 
tice of singing Christmas carols in 
Philadelphia public schools: “Any- 
thing but Christianity influencing 
our public schools is but sawdust 
in the spiritual diet of our young 
people.” 9-Q 


Sen CLaupE Pepper, of Fla: “If 
it comes to a choice between big 
gov’t and big business, I’m for big 
gov’t because we can vote out 
a big gov't.” 10-Q 


ALLAN B KLINE, pres, American 
Farm Bureau Fed, opposing Bran- 
NAN plan for agriculture: “When 
we get into the situation Europe 
is in today thru socialism, who is 
going to put up an ECA for 
America?” 11-Q 


Rep Ros’r Ricu, of Pa, declaring 
that everyone in fed’l gov’t should 
undergo mental test, from “the 
White House and going all the 
way down”: “We've got a lot of 
people in gov’t who don’t know 
what it’s all about.” 12-Q 














E WHO NEVER QUOTES, 


IS NEVER QUOTED” 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon 








ADVERTISEMENT—1 

Great are the uses of advertise- 
ment—that’s why so many people 
rush from poster to pill!—Convey- 
or, hm, Zine Corp’n & New Broken 
Hill Consolidated. (Australia) 


ADVICE—2 

There is an old witticism, credited 
to Alphonse X, of Castile, who is 
supposed to have said that, had 
he been present at creation, he 
could have given the Creator some 
very useful hints—M G See tic, St 
Louis Post-Dispatch. 


AVIATION—3 

Aircraft mfr’g is one of the few 
large industries in Great Britain 
not listed for socialization —Planes. 
BEHAVIOR—4 

Be like a telephone operator— 


always plugging for somebody.— 
Honey Dew News. 

BUSINESS—5 

Business will be better when 


shoe soles wear out faster than 
trouser seats—Houghton Line, hm, 
E F Houghton & Co. 


CHILDREN—Names—6 

In Argentina, France and one or 
two other countries, the birth of a 
baby cannot be registered in the 


civil records unless his given name 
has been selected from the official 
list issued by the gov’t. Like the 
others, the French list offers some 
classics such as Abaldesque, The- 
oprepides and Thessalonice.—MEE 
MORNINGSIDE, True. 


CHRISTMAS*—7 

Christmas is not just a day, an 
event to be observed and speedily 
forgotten. It is a spirit which 
should permeate every part of our 
lives. To believe that the spirit 
of Christmas does change lives and 
to labor for the realization of its 
coming to all men is the essence 
of our faith in Christ—Rev Wm 
Park, Missions 
| The Whole Yr Thru . | 
| “So remember while December | 
| Brings the only Christmas* day, | 
| In the yr let there be Christmas | 
| In the things you do and say; | 
| Wouldn’t life be worth the | 
| living, | 
| wWouldn’t dreams be coming true 
If we kept the Christmas spirit | 
| All the whole yr thru?” | 
, Anonymous, Ind Parent- | 
| Teacher. 8 | 


CHRISTMAS*—9 

I have always thought of Christ- 
mas time when it has come round, 
as a good time; a kind, forgiving, 
charitable time; the only time I 
know of, in the long calendar of 
the yr, when men and women 
seem by one consent to open their 
shut-up hearts freely, and to think 
of people below them as if they 
really were fellow passengers to 
the grave, and not another race 
of creatures bound on other jour- 
neys. — CHAs DICKENS quoted in 
Treasury of the Christian Faith, 
edited by STANLEY I SrusEeR & THOS 
CurTIS CLARK. (Ass’n Press) 


CHRISTMAS*—Food—106 

In Shakespeare’s day, one of 
the main Christmas dishes was the 
“stately pye.” It was made of pea- 
cock or pheasant. When peacock 
was cooked, as much of the bird 


as possible was preserved in its 
natural form, the head elevated 
above the crust, the beak gilded, 
and the tail spread out to its full 
extent.—Kroehler News, hm, Kroeh- 
ler Mfr’g Co. 


CHRISTMAS*—Food—11 

Mince pies are eaten at Christ- 
mas in memory of the gifts brought 
by the Magi to the Infant Saviour. 
Often the crust of the pie was 
shaped, as a cradle—Irish Digest. 
(Eire) 


CHURCH—12 

Pastors might well place this 
sign in front of their churches: 
“This is a ch—ch. What is miss- 
ing?”—St Thomas (Ontario) Times- 
Jnl. 


CO-OPERATION—13 

The instructor drew a chalk-line 
on the blackboard and turned to 
his psychology class. “I’m going to 
ask each of you to estimate the 
length of that line.” Rapidly he 
polled the class. Estimates ranged 
from 53 in’s to 84 in’s. The in- 
structor put them all down. Then 
he totaled them and divided the 
result by the number of students 
in the class. The average estimate, 
he announced, was 61% in’s, altho 
no one had given that exact figure. 

Then he measured the line. It 
was 61% in’s long. It’s a practical 
example of the old saying that “2 
heads are better than one.”— 
Property, syndicated by Cambridge 
Assoc’s. 


CREDIT—14 

The late Stephen Leacock,* in 
the preface to one of his books, 
had this to say: “Acknowledging 
all these debts, I feel also that I 
owe a good deal of this book to my 
own industry and effort.” — Wall 
St Jnl. 


CRITICISM—15 

Critics are people who hiss and 
tell—Hudson Newsletter. 
DISCIPLINE—16 


An old-timer is one who can 
remember when an “un-co-opera- 
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tive” child was taken to the wood- 
shed instead of to a psychiatrist — 
F G Kernan, Country Gentleman. 


DRINK—Drinking—17 

Many a man has hiked his way 
up the ladder and hic’d his way 
down.—Lisa KirK, quoted by Ear. 
Witson, McNaught Syndicate. 


EDUCATION—Self—18 

Our inventors and engineers of 
the past, our mathematicians and 
philosophers, our financial giants 
and political leaders, have usually 
been non-college men. For example, 
look at Orville Wright, Henry Ford, 
Thos Edison, Wm Shakespeare, Jas 
Watt and Geo Washington. 

If we deleted the scientific and 
cultural contributions of non-col- 
lege men and women, our univ 
curriculum would fall apart.—Dr 
GEO W Crane, Hopkins Syndicate. 


EXPERIENCE—19 

Young men believe platonic 
friendship possible—old men know 
better—but when one man learns 
to profit by the experience of an- 
other, we may look for mosquitoes 
at Christmas and holly in June.— 
MyrTLteE REED, The Spinster Book. 
(Putnam) 


Had My House Been Filled . . 


; | 
| ° 

| Had my house been filled at | 
| Bethlehem. ™ 
| What should J have done r 
| With that request 
| Of two for rest? 
| Would 7 have guessed | 
| The Prince of Peace was come? | 
| —ALLISON C Woop, Christian | 
| Herald. 20 | 


FAITH—Future—21 

I hold the unconquerable belief 
that science and peace will tri- 
umph over ignorance and war, that 
nations will come together not to 
delay but to construct, and that 
the future belongs to those who 
accomplish most for humanity.— 
Louis PasTeur,* French chemist. 
FRIENDSHIP—22 

To keep friends, always give your 
candied opinion.—T Harry THOMP- 
son, Sales Mgt. 


GOSSIP—23 

A gossip is a person who suf- 
fers from acute _ indiscretion— 
Catholic Digest. 
GOvV’T—24 


As long as; Gov’t every wk takes 
% or more of every worker’s in- 
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come, perhaps every citizen should 
devote % or more of his time try- 
ing to reduce and improve Gov't. 
—WHEELER MCMILLEN, Pathfinder. 


GRATITUDE—25 

A-woman DP stood gazing at 
the city’s skyline as the ship neared 
American shores. With considerable 
emotion she said, “I understand 
Americans smile easily. I think it 
will take a while for me to quiet 
my gratitude for being here before 
I can smile.”—Harry C KENNEY, 
“Counting Blessings,” Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor, 11-19-’49. 


HAPPINESS—26 

It is not how much we have, 
but how much we enjoy it, that 
makes for happiness. — Western 
Livestock. 


HUMAN NATURE—27 

All of us are human chemicals. 
Some human chemicals can be 
mixed only with the greatest dif- 
ficulty; some explode if brought 
together; some excite each other 
beneficially; others are inert; oth- 
ers mix to form potent combina- 
tions; still others act as chemical 
“catalysts,” bringing about desir- 
able changes in others when mixed 
with them, without themselves be- 
ing changed.—THos DreEIER, We Hu- 
man Chemicals. (Updegraff Press) 


INDUSTRY—Competition—28 

The average life of mfr’g con- 
cerns in this country is only 7 
yrs! In the 50 odd yrs of the au- 
tomobile in this country, 1,492 
makes have started. Only 27 have 
survived! Since World War I—866 
makes of radios have entered the 
field; 742 have died in the struggle 
for mkts!—Standard Steel Spring. 


INITIATIVE—29 

America was better off when we 
had more whittlers and fewer 
chiselers——Sunshine Mag. 


INTERNAT’L RELATIONS—30 
There is such a thing as a na- 
tion being so right that it does 
not need to convince others by 
force, that it is right—Wooprow 
Witson,* in speech May 10, ’15. 


KNOWLEDGE—31 

If a fool be associated with a 
wise man all his life, he will per- 
ceive the truth as little as a spoon 
perceives the taste of soup.—Chi- 
nese Proverb. 





LABOR—Mgt—32 

Labor and mgt often quarrel 
like man and wife, but that is no 
sign they want to get rid of each 
other.—Future. 


LIBERTY—33 

A people usually loses liberty by 
a process of. erosion rather than by 
a single act—Church Times. (Eng- 
land) 

















At the Christmas season, 45 yrs 
ago, EINAR HOLBOLL had a bright 
idea. A clerk in the post office at 
Copenhagen, Denmark, HOLBOLL ob- 
served all about him signs of holi- 
day festivity. Streets, stores and 
homes were gaily decorated. Only 
the letters he handled—the endless 
stacks of letters—remained dull 
and drab. From the looks of things 
in that Copenhagen post office one 
would never have guessed that 
there was such a thing as Christ- 
mas in the calendar! 

At first Ernar thought of a spe- 
cial stamp—a gay, colorful one that 
the Post Office Dep’t might issue 
just at Christmas time. Soon he 
developed an even better plan: 
Why not an eztra stamp that 
people could buy to decorate their 
letters—the proceeds going to aid 
sick and needy children. 

E1InaR HOLBOLL took his idea to 
the heads of the Post Office Dep’t. 
They liked it. So did other promi- 
nent persons. Soon King CHRISTIAN 
himself became interested. The 
very next Christmas season the 
new stamps, or seals, were put on 
sale. The 1st printing of 2 million 
sold readily. Within a mo, 2 mil- 
lion more had been purchased. 

Miss EmILy F BISSELL brought 
the Christmas seal idea to America 
in ’07. Seeking $300 for a tubercu- 
losis sanitorium, she raised more 
than $3,000. Since that time the 
sale of Christmas seals in this 
country has been conducted by the 
American Red Cross and the Nat’l 
Tuberculosis Ass’n. Now, the bright 
idea of Ernark HOLBOLL, the Cop- 
enhagen post office clerk, garners 
many millions of dollars each yr. 
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New Yr 
Mortal men made New Yr’s Day 


—and have observed it in times 
past on Sept 21, Dec 21, Mar 25, 
and other dates. The fact is, Jan 1 
has been New Yr’s Day for only 
2 or 3 centuries, and the tick of 
the clock that bridges 1 yr and 
the next is physically no different 
from any other tick.—Rotarian. 


Oh, young New Yr, take not these 
things from me— 
The olden faiths; the shining 
loyalty 
Of friends the long and searching 
yrs have proved— 
The glowing hearth fires, 
the books I loved. 
—LaurA Simmons, Bestovall News. 


and 


The fatality of good resolutions 
is that they are always too late — 
Oscar WILDE. 


“ ” 


There is a good deal of senti- 
mental interest attaching to the 
opening of a new century. Which 
land will see it 1st? Whose eye will 
be the Ist to note its advent? 
Whose hail will usher in its earli- 
est moment? ... 

The ist moment of the 20th cen- 
tury, the lst sec of Jan 1, 1901, 
will occur in the midst of the 
Pacific Ocean, along a line con- 
forming in gen’l to the meridian 
of 180 degrees east and west 
longitude from Greenwich. There 
is here no land of consequence to 
salute the new century; no human 
eye, save, perchance, that of the 
watch on board some tiny ship, will 
be there to see its entrance, and 
its only welcome will be, perhaps, 
the last strokes of the 8 bells mark- 
ing midnight on board some steam- 
ship or vessel which, by chance, 
may cross the meridian at that 
instant—JOHN RITCHIE, Jr, Ladies’ 
Home Jnl, Jan 1900. 
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MAN—34 
The natural man has only 2 
primal passions: to get and to be- 
get. — Sir Wm Os ter,* British 
physician. 


MEDICINE—35 

What we (and a great many doc- 
tors, unfortunately) tend to forget 
is that medicine is an art as much 
as it is a science. It deals not 
only with cold facts, but with 
imagination and insight. A mere 
technical knowledge is as useless 
to a physician as to a violinist.— 
SypDNeEY Harris, Chicago Daily News. 


NEW YR—Resolutions—36 

May all your troubles during the 
coming yr be as short-lived as 
your New-Yr’s resolutions.—Betry 
Lou Ramsey, Louisville Courier-Jnl 
Magazine. 


OCCUPATIONS—37 

Many occupations got their names 
in a strange way. A stationer was 
one who had a station or stand 
in the local mkt place for the 
sale of books. 

An upholsterer was one who 
originally “held up” his wares in 
order to show them off. 

Haberdashery used to be peddled 
in haversacks, a Scandinavian word 
from which it got its name. Mill- 
inery came originally from Milan 
in Italy.—Ireland’s Sat Night. 

The Unblotted Page | 
Now as the Old Yr slips away, | 
| He kindly with him takes 
| The pages we have blurred and 
] marred 
| With failures and mistakes. 
| The blighted hopes and needless | 
| fears | 
| Are ours beyond recall, 
| And ours once more the fair, | 
| clean page | 
| The New Yr brings to all. | 
I —Marion SanrorD, Nuggets, hm, | 
Barnes-Ross Co. 38 | 
EE ee Sao en ee ee | 
OPINION—39 

It is not the facts which guide 
the conduct of men, but their 
opinions about facts; which may 
be entirely wrong. We can only 
make them right by discussion.— 
Sir NORMAN ANGELL,* English au- 
thor. 


ORIGIN: Christmas cards*—40 

The present day messages of 
good will and cheer which we 
know as Christmas cards have 
their origin in classroom assign- 


ments in English schools. Each yr 
at Christmas time, pupils turned 
in specimens of their handwriting 
on large sheets of paper to demon- 
strate their progress in penman- 
ship during the yr. These were 
called “Christmas pieces,” and were 
decorated with elaborate scrolls 
and flourishes. In time they grew 
more fancy and were colored, and 
from them have evolved our Christ- 
mas cards of today—Orange Disc, 
hm, Gulf Co. 


PERSEVERENCE—41 

The chief difference between a 
great man and a small man is that 
the small man quits when he is 
tired and sleepy, while that is the 
very time when the great man 


presses on harder than ever.— 
Sam’L CROWTHER,* African mis- 
sionary. , 
PHILOSOPHY—42 


Philosophy is something that 
marriage brings out in a man.— 
Pierce Co (Wis) Herald. 


PREACHERS—Preaching—43 
Someone said to me after a re- 
cent sermon, “One thing I like 
about your preaching is that you 
have handles on your sermons. A 
man can pick them up and carry 
them home with him.—Hosarr D 
MCKEEHAN, Church Mot. 


PROGRESS—44 

It’s no use giving an automobile 
more gas when the brakes are set. 
—DONALD A LaIrRD, “Motivation for 
Morale,” Personnel Jnl, 11-49. 


RELIGION—45 
I do not say that we shall soon 
have 1 big single Protestant 


Church. I do foresee, within this 
century, the merging of most 
of the largest of the present 250 
separate Protestant communions 
into 6 or 8 major church bodies, 
and these so linked together that 
they will be virtually unified in 
much of their Christian work and 
influence.—Dr HENRY P Van DEuvs- 
EN, “Protestants Are Uniting,” This 
Wk, 12-4-’49. 


RESPONSIBILIT Y—Authority—46 

Authority and responsibility are 
like the bow and arrow, the ham- 
mer and the anvil, rain and sun- 
shine, man and woman—useless 
each without the other—Ma.Lco_m 
W Brncay, Detroit Free Press. 
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RUSSIA—47 

Russia is a problem. Just too big 
to spank and too rich to neglect.— 
Pipe Dreams, hm, Universal Con- 
crete Pipe Co. 


SAFETY—Safe Driving—48 

A driver who has had a few 
quick ones may have a few close 
ones, too.—Wall St Jnl. 


SELF—Criticism—49 

After Gladstone’s* passing, the 
widow of the great statesman dis- 
covered among his private papers 
a long list of names which bore 
the title: “Those who have disa- 
greed with me.” At the bottom of 
the roster were penned these words 
in Gladstone’s handwriting: “Good 
for me to remember what notable 
people have disagreed with me.”— 
Ladies’ Home Jnl. 


New Yr 

Some old whistles, same old 
bells, same old music, same old 
yells! Same old greetings, same 
old dread, same _ temptation, 
same old head! 

Same old dinners, same old 
calls, same old parties, same old 
balls! Same old pledges, same 
old brags, same old promise, 
same old gags! 

Same old flowers, same old 
frills, same old hopes, same old 
bills! Same old noises, same 
bright light, same old crowds 
stay out all night! 

Same old brightness, same old 
cheer, same old Happy Glad 
New Yr!—Sunshine Mag. 50 
SERVICE—51 

“Living is doing,” Clara Barton* 
stated. “Even while we say there 
is nothing we can do, we stumble 
over the opportunities for service 
that we are passing by in our tear- 
blinded self-pity.,.—-Ray C WIN- 
NINGHAM, Church Mot. 


SOCIALISM—52 

Socialism is communism that 
hasn’t faced the facts—JoHn T 
Graves, Birmingham Post. 


SPEECH—Speaking—53 

An aspiring politician had a 
speech written for him by a friend, 
who included instructions in the 
manuscript for the guidance of 
the speaker. 

The would-be politician duly de- 
livered the oration, and, when loud 
applause was accorded a state- 
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ment he read out, he turned over 
a page and immediately convulsed 
the audience by adding: “Here 
blow your nose and take a drink 
of water.’—Catholic Fireside. 


TAXES—54 

The tax foundation has counted 
up 116 different taxes in an in- 
expensive suit of clothes, all hid- 
den away in the purchase price, 
and this count did not include lo- 
cal taxes—Dr Gero S BENSON, pres, 
Harding College, Labor Union. 


TELEVISION—55 

For good or evil we are galloping 
steadily into the Television Age 
and soon TV will be accepted as 
automatically as the modern child 
accepts the radio—an instrument 
which thru constant use he has 
come to look upon as a devilish 
box that can, at the touch of a 
switch, plunge the whole house 
into deathly silence—Tailor & 
Cutter. (London) 


UNDERSTANDING—56 

No men can understand a for’gn 
people until he studies them in 
the light of their own ideals.— 
HAMILTON WRIGHT MABIE, World Af- 
jairs Interpreter. 


UNITED NATIONS—57 

The UN is not endowed with the 
miraculous power to move or level 
mountains—the mountains of mis- 
understanding, suspicion and rival- 
ry that divide the nations and bar 
the way to world peace. But it 
can build passable roads of con- 
ciliation to the other side—Brig- 
Gen CarLos P ROMULO, pres, UN 
Gen’l Assembly, quoted in Inter- 
nat’l Altrusan. 


VALUES—58 

An artist was out 1 day with 
his pupils, sketching. One young 
man was engaged in sketching a 
landscape bathed in the soft light 
of the setting sun. In the fore- 
ground was a large barn. The 
teacher watched the young man 
quietly for a while, then said: “If 
you spend so much time in paint- 
ing shingles on that barn, you will 
not have time to paint the sunset. 
You will have to choose between 
the two.”—WaLTER L Moore, Chris- 
tian Herald. 


WAR—Pacifism—59 
A country that engages in war, 
rightly or wrongly, is like a ship 


that has struck a breaker and is 
leaking. The order must be “All 
hands to the pumps,” no matter 
how faulty or wicked the naviga- 
tors have been. Pacifists should 
do all they can to prevent war, 
but if it nevertheless breaks out, 
it is too late to do anything but 
fight—GEo BERNARD SHaw, Irish 
playwright, Forward. (Glasgow, 


Que 
CALENDAR 
x Bo 


December 25 


1635—d Sam’l de Champlain, French 
explorer in America 

1642—b Isaac Newton, English natural 
philosopher 

1721—b Wm Collins, English poet 

1776—Washington crossed Delaware 

1821—*b Clara Barton, American nurse, 
founder American Red Cross 

1876—b Mohammed Ali Jinnah, Indian 
leader, founder of Pakistan 

1893—b Rob’t Ripley, American author 

1949—*Christmas Day 

December 26 

1716—b Thos Grey, English poet 

1734—b Geo Romney, English artist 

1837—b Adm Geo Dewey, American 
naval officer 

1874—*b Sir Norman Angell, English 
author 

1898—Announcement of discovery of 


radium 
1931—d_ Melvil Dewey, American li- 
brarian, educator 
December 27 
1571—b Johann Kepler, German as- 
tronomer 
1800—b Sir ‘John Goss, English organ- 
ist, composer 
1834—-d Chas Lamb, English essayist, 
critic 
1882—*b Louis Pasteur, French chemist 
1906—*b Oscar Levant, American com- 
poser, author 
1914—d Chas Martin Hall, American 
chemist, perfected aluminum re- 
duction process 
December 28 
1846—Ia admitted to Union 
1856—*b Woodrow Wilson, 28th US Pres 
1859—d Thos B Macauley, English his- 
torian, essayist 
1945—d Theo Dreiser, American author 
December 29 
1800—b Chas Goodyear, American in- 
ventor, perfected rubber vulcan- 
izing process 
1808-—-b Andrew Johnson, 17th U S Pres 
1809—*b Wm E Gladstone, British 
statesman 
1845—Tex admitted to Union 
1894—d Christina Rosetti, English poet 
1919—*d Sir Wm Osler, British physi- 
cian, author 
December 30 
1865—*b » Rudyard Kipling, British 


author 
1869—*b Stephen Leacock, Canadian 
author 
1873——*b Al Smith, American politician 
December 31 
1384—d John Wycliff, English reformer 
1738—b Lord Cornwallis, British soldier, 
statesman 
1869—b Henri Matisse, French painter 
* 1891—*d Sam’l Crowther, African mis- 
sionary 
*Indicates relevant mat’l in current 
issue. See items thus marked. 
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A woman, who apparently has 
lot to learn, was riding on a Mil- 
waukee bus when she noticed the 
slogan, “Put Christ Back Into 
Christmas,” on a sign. 

“Gee,” she exclaimed to her com- 
panion, “even the churches are 
sticking their noses into Christmas 
now!”—Milwaukee Jnl. a 

Hula dance: Wild waist show. 

—Spotlight. 

Rudyard Kipling* once attended 
a fancy-dress ball where each 
guest dressed in a costume sup- 
posed to represent a book title. 
Most of them were easily recog- 
nizable. One woman, however, 
puzzled everybody. She represented 
a patent cigarette lighter. At 
length, Kipling asked the dancer 
the name of the vol she had in 
mind. 

“Why, Mr Kipling,” repl’d the 
girl, “it represents one of your own 
books—The Light That Failed.”— 
Tit-Bits. (London) : b 

Lecture: A talk by which the 
notes of the prof become the 
notes of the student, without 
passing thru the mind of eith- 
er. — Hiltonitems, hm, Hilton 

Hotels Corp’n. a 

The engineer was questioning the 
job applicant. “Do you know any- 
thing about electricity?” he asked. 

“Yes, sir,” was the prompt reply. 

“What’s an armature?” 

“A guy that boxes for nothing.”— 
News & Views, hm, Gen’l Motors. c 


A girl’s life cycle: safety pins, 


hair pins, fraternity pins, 
clothes pins, rolling pins, safe- 
ty pins. — Home Life, hm, 


Railroadmen’s Fed’l Savings & 
Loan Ass’n. 


A mother recently visited her 
newly-married daughter. At home, 
she attended the Baptist Church 
and she did not feel at all com- 
fortable when her son-in-law took 
her to his own church. She did 
not participate in any way in the 
Episcopalian ritual—not even to 
the extent of singing. Afterwards, 
her son-in-law said: “Mother, I 
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6000 STORIES 


You Can Use 


I LAUGHED AT THIS ONE 
BERT McCorp 

Some yrs ago, Howard Fisher, 
an actor who found himself at 
liberty at the approach of the 
holiday season, ans’d an ad 
for a man to play Santa Claus 
in a big dep’t store in Newark. 
When he applied for the job, 
the store mgr who interviewed 
him finally got around to ask- 
ing if he had ever played 
Santa Claus. 

“Why, yes, I have,” repl’d the 
actor. “I worked 2 winters in 
the biggest store in Omaha, my 
home town. And 1 yr I went 
to Des Moines for a major 
outfit.” 

The mgr pursed his lips, 
twirled his pencil, then looked 
up to inquire, “No Broadway 
experience?” 

know that at home you particular- 
ly enjoy singing the hymns. Today 
we had some of your old-time 
favorites, but you didn’t sing a 
note. What was the matter?” 

At first, the mother didn’t know 
how to explain. She looked severe 
and uncompromising and finally 
blurted out: “I’m on another net- 
work!”—Harry A CASEY. d 

Intelligence is that invalu- 
able something which tells us 
in 49 what should have been 
done about China in °45.— 
Sen Soaper, syndicated col. 

The gals were discussing their 
ages. “I just turned 23 recently,” 
said one. 

“I get it,” said the other, “you’re 
32." —Future. e 

Ever since Jess Larson’s new 
Gen’l Services Agency took over 
control of the Nat’l Archives, the 
archivists have grumbled. Grum- 
bling reached a new high when 
Larson appropriated several minor 
Archives jobs for other GSA 
workers. 

Finally, when Larson offered a 


$25 savings bond for the winning 
name for GSA’s new employes’ 
paper, an alert if disrespectful ar- 
chivist saw a chance to strike back. 
His entry: “Petty Larsony.”—Path- 


finder. f 
Some women, when they 
quarrel, become hysterical 


while others become historical: 
they rake up the past—Mutual 
Moments, hm, Mutual Benefit 
Health & Accident Ass’n. 
Alfred E Smith* used to enjoy 
showing visitors to N Y all over 
the Empire State Bldg. One day, 
while leading a group, he had to 
cope with a woman who continual- 
ly asked irrelevant questions. 
Smith ans’d all of them patient- 
ly, but when toward the end of 
the tour, while going down in the 
elevator, the lady asked: “Sup- 
pose the elevator cables would 
break, would we go up or down?” 


the ex-Gov could stand it no 
longer. 

“That, my dear woman,” he 
snapped, “depends entirely upon 
the kind of life you’ve been lead- 
ing.”—ELMER PicarpD, Pageant. 4 

“ ” 
Baseball players ought to 


make good husbands—they’re 

always in a hurry to get home. 

—Rop BRASFIELD, radio program. 

A mother went to an _ Israeli 
Gov’t office to claim the Family 
Bonus for families exceeding 6 
children. 

“How many children have you?” 
she was asked. 

“Two,” she repl’d. 

“Then why ask for the Family 
Bonus?” 

“Why!” she said indignantly. 
“Don’t you trust me to have 4 more 
children?”—-American Hebrew. h 

The small boy and the telephone 
operator had a misunderstanding. 
She could not understand the 
number he wanted and made him 
repeat it several times. Finally, 
he exploded: “You operators are 
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so dumb!” She promptly cut the 
connection. 

Fifteen min’s later a woman’s 
voice inq’d if this was the operator 
who had cut her young son off the 
line. The operator repl’d it was, 
and the woman said, “Just a min, 
please.” 

“My mother wants me to apolo- 
gize for what I said,” declared the 
small boy. 

The operator accepted his apolo- 
gy and connected him with the 
number he had been trying to get. 

Half an ‘hr later the small boy 
called the operator. “My mother 
just went out of the house,” he 
said. “I still think you’re dumb.”— 
N Y Times. i 


“ 7 

A former U S ambassador was 
viewing the exhibit of Austrian art 
at the Nat’l gallery the other day, 
and seemed particularly interested 
in a nude by Titian, “Danae and 
the Shower of Gold.” 

“Hmmm,” he said. “That should 
be retitled, ‘The Marshall Plan,’ ”— 
ELIsE Morrow, Post-Hall Syndi- 
cate. j 


Pity the Poor Pedestrian 

A man went to an ins office 
to have his life insured. The 
ins agent asked, “Do you’drive?” 

“No,” said the applicant. 

“Do you fly?” 

“No.” 

“Sorry, sir, 
agent curtly, 
longer 


” 


snapped the 
“but our co no 
insures pedestrians.”— 
Christian Observer. 


| 
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| “ ” 

1 The neighbors were coming 
| home from the funeral. “I’m 
| sorry for Mamie,” said one. “It’s 
| tough to be left a widow with 
Is small children.” 

“It is,” repl’d the other. “But 
| what could she expect? She 
| knew he was a pedestrian when 
| she married him.”—Irish Baker. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
L 


Legally the husband is the 
head of the house and the pe- 
destrian has the right of way. 
Both husband and pedestrian 
are fairly safe unless they try 
to exercise their rights—Ben- 
dizline, 


hm, Bendix Aviation 
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A city child, vacationing in the 
country, had just seen his lst rain- 
bow. With wonder and perplexity 
in his voice, he turned to his 
mother and said: “It’s very beauti- 
ful, but what is it supposed to ad- 
vertise?”—Capper’s Wkly. 1 


“ ” 


In Chicago, a little cherub gave 
old Santa’s whiskers a yank, al- 
lowed them to snap smartly back 
into place. Old Santy took a pass 
at the brat with his bell. He missed, 
landed instead on the noggin of 
another kid. The latter’s father 
floored the cheery old saint with a 
right to the kisser, was in turn 
conked by a cop. When peace on 
earth and good will toward men 
were presently restored, Santa was 
in the clink, the others in the 
hospital—Medical Economics. m 


“ ” 


Money: A commodity that 
doesn’t grow on sprees—Gil- 
crafter, hm, Gilbert Paper Co. 
Oscar Levant* visited the office 

of an exec who had decorated his 
book shelves with vol’s_ selected 
only for size and color. Levant 
picked up one of the books, The 
History of Western Civilization— 
its pages still were uncut—and 
said: “‘Good. As long as he’s not 
going to know anything, he might 
as well not know anything about 
something highbrow.” — LEonarD 
Lyons, McNaught Syndicate. n 

Up to 16 a lad is a boy scout 
—after that he is a girl scout. 
Arkansas Baptist. 


“ ” 


The maharajah of an _ interior 
Indian province decreed that no 
wild animals could be killed by the 
populace. Soon the country was 
overrun by man-eating tigers, li- 
ons, panthers, elephants and boars. 
The long-suffering people finally 
could stand it no longer and gave 
their maharajah an unceremonious 
heave-ho. As the noted Indian 
sportsman, Mufit Considine, points 
out, it was the ist instance on 
record where the reign was called 
on acc’t of the game.—BENNETT 
CerF, King Features Syndicate. o 





or THE NEW 


AVIATION: Civil 
Administration has announced 
plans for development of an air- 
plane solely for farm use, adapted 


Aeronautics 


to dusting, spraying, seeding. 
(American Farm Bureau Fed News 
Letter) . 
BEVERAGES: Coffee in “tea 
bag” style has been perfected to 
keep both color and aroma. Drop 
bag into ‘boiling water, let stand 
several min’s and there’s the cup 
of coffee—no grounds to throw 


away or pot to wash. (Record 
Stockman) 
HANDICAP—Aids: Prof August 


Dvorak has designed a 1-handed 
typewriter. Machine is designed so 
that all but a few letters and sym- 
bols can be reached from 1 posi- 
tion with 1 hand. Patent has been 
turned over to a N Y couple suf- 
fering from polio. (U P) 

METAL: Cast iron that bends 
has been produced by Internat’ 
Nickel. Twice as strong as the best 
malleable iron, less expensive to 
produce, it combines many of the 
different advantages of both iron 
and steel. (Forbes) 


“ ” 


SEWING: Small sewing machine 
works like ticket puncher or pair 
of pliers. Squeezing 2 hand grips 
together operates needle and the 
mat’l and thread feeds. Stitcher 
designed for use on small sewing 
jobs and in places hard to get at 
with hand-held needle, or large 
machine. (Popular Science) 


“ ” 


TOOLS: 12-in-1 tool for home, 
office, and shop fits in vest pocket. 
Gadget contains screwdriver, staple 
puller, bottle opener, wire stripper, 
nut wrench, straight edge, alli- 
gator wrench, rule, file, . knife 
sharpener, glass cutter and a mag- 
net. (PETER DryYbDEN, Parade) 
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Yr of the Great Pardon—Hor- 
ACE SutTron, Sat Review of Litera- 
ture, 12-3-’49. 

On Dec 24 this yr His Holiness 
Pius XII, Bishop of Rome, Vicar 
of Jesus Christ, Supreme Pontiff of 
the Universal Church, will be 
standing in front of a sealed door 
of St Peter’s (Rome) holding a 
lighted candle wrapped in white 
and gold cloth. 

Handing the candle to a. Cardin- 
al, the Pope will take an ivory- 
handled hammer and strike the 
sealed door. “Open the doors of 
justice for me,” he will say. Then, 
striking the wall a 2nd time, he 
will add, “I shall enter Thy House, 
O Lord.” With the 3rd hammer 
blow he will say, “Open the doors 
for God is with us.” At that the 


wall, previously cut from the in- 
side, will crumble .. . 

So will begin for the world’s 330 
million Roman Catholics the Holy 


Yr of ’50, the Yr of the Great Re- 
turn, of the Great Pardon. Except 
for special jubilee yrs which may 
be called by the Pope to celebrate 
an extraordinary event, Holy Yrs 
fall every 25 yrs... 

Every pilgrim who comes to 
Rome will be rec’d in gen’) audi- 
ence by the Pope. Each will be giv- 
en a pilgrim’s envelope containing 
a pilgrim’s prayer and hymn book, 
a guidebook of Rome, and an 
identification card which entitles 
the bearer to reductions on virtual- 


Gov’t experts figure if only 
1% of U S Catholics visit Rome 
next yr the number will’ reach 
250,000. Only 300,000 Americans 
visited all of Europe in °48.— 
Wall St Jnl. 


The ist formal Holy Yr was 
proclaimed in 1300, and 600,000 








made the pilgrimage to Rome... 
Food and lodging was the big 
problem then, and will be next 
yr. Roman businessmen are al- 
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| The Economic Cooperation Ad- 

| ministration has authorized the 
allocation of $2,850,000 from the 
counterpart lire fund to provide 
accommodations for Holy Yr 
Pilgrims going to Rome in ’50.— 
Churchman, 


ly all transportation including air 
travel from the US... 

The yr °50 will be the ist Holy 
Yr for Pius XII, and the lst Holy 
Yr for the age of transoceanic 
aircraft. Some 3 million pilgrims, 
heeding the 14th century words of 
Maestro Bonaiuto, will follow the 
path to Rome some time before 
Christmas Eve ’50. 

Said Bonaiuto: All ye from near 
and far, and ye whom the sea di- 
vides from our shores, tear masts 
from the -woods, unfurl your sails, 
and ply your oars so that you may 
come and touch the Holy Doors 
of Rome. 


Half Century Squabble 
RvuTH MILLER 

At midnight on New Yr’s Eve 
we shall stand as it were with 
1 leg in 20th Century Part 1, and 
the other in 20th Century Part 2. 
Ah, but which New Yr’s_ Eve? 
1950 or 1951? 

Up to 1700 nobody had any 
doubts about the date ... But in 
1799 there was furious disagree- 
ment. Henry Jas Pye, Poet Laure- 
ate, wrote Carmen Seculare to hail 
the new century, but prefaced it 
with an uneasy apology for doing 
so. “Those who maintain that the 
19th century does not begin till 
Jan 1, 1801, consider the yr ONE 
to mean the whole of the lst yr 
from 0 to 1. Those, on the con- 
trary, who consider it as com- 
mencing Jan 1, 1800, conceive 1800 
not to mean the 1800th yr, but that’ 
atom of time ... that marks the 
completion of the 1800th yr from 
Christ, as 1 o’clock does the com- 
pletion of the Ist hr... 

The Times (London) had seen 
fit, on Dec 26, 1799, to print a 
whole leading article on the sub- 


tions 
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ject. “The present century A si? 
will not end till Jan 1, 1801, un- 
less it can be made out that 99 
are 100. Eighteen centuries are 1800 
yrs, then how can 18 centuries be 
completed till the yr 1800 has ex- 
pired?” Jesus, The Times argued, 
was born on Jan 1 in the yr 1, 
and the next 12 mo’s completed 
His ist yr. So that anyone born 
on Jan 1, 1700, who was still alive 
on Jan 1, 1800, would not have 
lived a century at all: he would 
have lived 1 yr in 17th century 
and 99 yrs in 18th.” ... 

Oliver Lodge contributed the 
viewpoint of pure science. How 
could a hypothetical business man, 
living in the ist mo after the 
Birth, date his letters? Would he 
not write Jan 7, 1? That 1 would 
mean that the yr was still elapsing. 
“It is not the way he would state 
a child’s age, nor as he would 
count coins, but the way he would 
date letters.” ... 

One thoroughly alarming hang- 
over from 1900 is the theory in a 
letter to The Times, that in any 
case “Christ was born in 4 B C.” 
If this is true, then we are now 
in ’53—Leader Mag. (London) 
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